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That evening I called upon Butler, and said to him that if
he had any answer to the charge, I would reply the next
day. I had secured the floor through Mr. Stevens, who moved
the adjournment upon a private understanding that he would
yield to me in case I wished to reply. As Butler lived in my
district and as I was ignorant of the facts, I avoided taking
the floor lest an expectation should be created which I could
not meet. However, I found Butler entirely prepared for the
contest. From his letter books he read to me the correspond-
ence with the Treasury Department, from which it appeared
that the money had been turned over to the department, for
which Butler had the proper receipts. The money had been
seized upon the ground that it was the property of the Con-
federacy and was in the bank awaiting an opportunity to be
transferred. The morning following, I called upon Butler
and obtained copies of the correspondence that had been pre-
pared the preceding night. I rode to the Capitol with Butler
and on the way we prepared the letters in chronological order.
Having obtained the floor through Mr. Stevens I made the
answer which consisted chiefly of the letters. It was so con-
clusive that the subject was never again mentioned in the
House of Representatives. On that occasion Butler's habit
of making and keeping a full record of his doings served to
release him from very serious charges, and so speedily that
the charges did not obtain a lodgment in the public mind.

Upon another occasion Brooks made an attack upon Sec-
retary Chase and charged various offences upon S. M. Clark,
then the chief of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
Some of the charges were personal, and some of them official.
I called upon the Secretary at his house, as I was on my way
home from the Capitol, and gave him a statement of the
charges made by Brooks. He seemed ignorant of the whole
matter, and upon my suggestion that he should ask Clark for
his explanation or defence he hesitated, and then asked me